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Policy Statement 

 
EYFS key themes and commitments 
 

A Unique Child Positive 
Relationships 

Enabling 
Environments 

Learning and 
Development 

Practitioners: 
understand and 
observe each child’s 
development and 
learning, assess 
progress, plan for 
next steps, identify 
any need for 
additional support 

Positive relationships 
are: warm and 
loving, and foster a 
sense of belonging, 
built on key person 
relationships in early 
years settings 

There is a strong 
partnership between 
practitioners and 
parents and carers 

Practitioners teach 
children by ensuring 
challenging, playful 
opportunities across 
the prime and 
specific areas of 
learning and 
development 

 

 

 
Key Person 

 A key person is a named member of staff with responsibilities for a small 
group of children who helps those children in the group feel safe and cared for. 
The key person supports learning and development and is the key contact for a 
child’s parent/carers. In working with their small group, the key person builds 
positive relationships between children and with parents/carers and staff. The 
role is an important one and is an approach set out in the EYFS. The role is 
successful both in Early Years settings and in Reception classes. 

 

 At St Paul’s Pre-School we are committed to safeguarding children’s welfare. 
We believe that it is vital for our key persons to build a trusting relationship 
with the child and their parents/carers, so that they can feel safe, stimulated 
and happy in our pre-school.  

 

 We respect the rights of the child and the adult’s responsibilities towards the 
child. Our key persons continually assess each child and relate their 
judgements to EYFS planning.  

 

 We manage the key person role effectively through supervision, support and 
training. 

 
 
Settling in 

 We believe a child will settle best when they have a key person to relate to, 
who knows them and their parents well, and who can meet their individual 
needs.  

 

 We also want parents to feel confident both about leaving their child in the care 
of other adults outside the family and assured of their role as active partners in 
their child’s learning. 
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